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Introduction
The books of the prophets are separated into two main categories: the pre-exilic (before the fall of
Jerusalem) and post-exilic (after the fall). The five post-exilic prophecies are Ezekiel, Daniel, Haggai,
Zechariah, and Malachi. All of the other prophets preceded the fall of Jerusalem and exile except for the
end of Jeremiah which was written by the prophet virtually as the events occurred, and Lamentations which
was his memorial to its fall.
This book of Ezekiel has always been named for its author, Ezekiel. There are few challenges to 1:3, "the
word of the Lord came expressly to Ezekiel the priest …" except from those who cannot accept prophecy as
being possible. The name, Ezekiel, means "strengthened by God," and he certainly needed to be strong for
his prophetic ministry. Ezekiel used prophecies, parables, signs, visions, and object lessons to dramatize his
message from the Lord, and this causes many people to skip him as a study source because of the difficulties
in interpreting his figurative and visionary prophecies. He is a popular character among Jews and
Christians, but he is never mentioned in any other portion of Scripture, Old or New Testament, however the
imagery in the book of Revelation is clearly parallel of his visions.
All Scripture are from the NASB unless noted.
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Ezekiel though a very large book is easy to organize since it is almost entirely in chronological order. The
continuity and clarity of this book, as opposed to other prophetic books, have led many scholars to believe
that Ezekiel may have written it late in his life and over a short period of time instead of piecemeal, as
things happened. Its main message is not hard to spot since the phrase; "they shall know that I am the
Lord" is used, with slight variations, at least seventy times. From first to last, Ezekiel expresses this one
truth: God is sovereign and will be known throughout the earth as Lord.
Introducing the Prophet
Most people's entire knowledge of Ezekiel is composed of his strange vision of a flaming chariot-throne,
and its wheels within wheel, which many today love to equate with flying saucers, and his experience in the
valley of dry bones. Ezekiel probably belonged to the upper classes in Judah because he was carried into
captivity to Babylon in 597 BC, when King Nebuchadnezzar laid siege to Jerusalem and captured the cream
of young Jewish society. This group lived as share-croppers or settlers, rather than slaves (2 Kings 24).
They were settled by the Chebar River, which was Nebuchadnezzar's royal canal, and were given land to
farm and most had their own homes (Jer 29). They were free to live and communicate outside, but not to
leave. In Babylonia he lived with his wife, in his own house (8:1), in Tel-abib (3:15), just north of Babylon.
He was 25 when captured and exiled into Babylon and his call to prophesy came in about 592 BC at around
age thirty (1:1). His ministry began in Babylon during the fifth year of King Jehoiachin's captivity and
lasted 22 years until 570 BC.
Ezekiel, like his contemporary Jeremiah, was a priest as well as a prophet and so he writes with knowledge
and authority when he mentions the temple. He ministered to the exiles in Babylon while Jeremiah served
the remnant left behind in Jerusalem. He probably knew Daniel (they were about the same age), but, at least
he knew of his ministry as a prominent prophet, which he mentions in chapters 14 and 28. He seemed to
know the great cities of the empire. Ezekiel's ministry was difficult, as were the ministries of all the
prophets. Even after the fall of Samaria and Judah, two deportations of their finest young men, decimation
of Judah, sieges and the final destruction of Jerusalem, all accompanied by the Lord's ultimatums to shape
up, they still did not confess and repent. They were a "stiff-necked" people.
Ezekiel not only taught by object lesson, he was an object lesson:
- He secluded himself in his home, bound himself, was stricken mute (3)
- He lay on his right side, then his left for 430 days (4)
- He ate bread prepared in an unclean manner (4)
- He shaved his head and beard (5)
- He was not allowed to mourn for his wife when she died (24)
- He lost his ability to speak again (24)
24

'Thus Ezekiel will be a sign to you; according to all that he has done you will do; when it comes, then
you will know that I am the Lord GOD.'" Ezek 24:24
Ezekiel's death is not mentioned, though Hebrew traditional writings report his murder by an Israelite prince
whom he rebuked for idolatry in 560 BC. His wife died in the year that the final siege of Jerusalem began.
Introducing the Times
The united-kingdom of Israel began with David and lasted through Solomon until ~930 BC. Solomon's
sons split the kingdom, north (Israel) and south (Judah) and that arrangement lasted over 200 years, until
721 BC, when Assyria captured Israel and took many of their people into exile. About 135 years later the
conquest of Judah began, culminating in the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem in 586 BC.
Let's list the immediate historic events leading up to Ezekiel:
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1. In 626 BC the Assyrian Empire started to crumble from within.
2. In 625, Nabopolassar took the Babylonian throne and joined with the Medes, in 612 smashed
Ninevah, Assyria's capital, and by 605 controlled the entire Assyrian Empire.
3. While Babylonian troops were busy in the north, Egypt moved to enlarge their territory, but met
their "Waterloo" at Carchemesh. According to the Babylonian Chronicle, there were no Egyptian
survivors of that epic battle (605 BC).
4. Also in 605, Nebuchadnezzar began a concerted campaign to capture Jerusalem. He took his first
captives, including Daniel, his three friends, and a number of other young noblemen.
5. In 598-597, he again besieged Jerusalem, this time taking King Jehoiachin and 10,000 others
captive, including the priest, Ezekiel.
6. In 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar and his army finally destroyed Jerusalem, burned the temple, and
deported the remaining able bodied people to Babylonia.
Introducing the People
The people of Jerusalem in Judah were a stubborn and proud people. Even when they were confronted with
their sinfulness, idolatry and apostasy, they thought of themselves as wonderful, special people. They
seemed to be unable to look at themselves realistically.
1. They seemed to think that the deportation of some of their people had nothing to do with them. The
exiled ones may have been evil and being punished, but the remaining ones were still in David's
City, the chosen people. Surely God wasn't talking to them.
2. They believed the false prophets who predicted that Babylon would never return, that Jerusalem
could never be taken, that the true prophets had it wrong, and that God would never punish them.
3. Even the exiles, themselves, seemed to see Ezekiel and the other prophets as alarmists. They might
mourn over the calamities of others and the plight of the City of Zion, but they still clung to their
idols and immoral life-styles.
Obviously there was a need for a prophet among them like Ezekiel. His job was to dislodge them from
their fairy tale world of false hope, point out the lessons of past history, and call them to confession and
repentance. All the while, showing them a future hope of a reunited people, a re-erected temple, a
reorganized worship, and reestablished throne, and a regenerated nation.
Introducing the Lessons
1. The Holiness of God: God is Holy, "set apart" from His creation. The vision of the Lord riding on His
chariot-throne is glorious, mysterious, supernatural, and beyond understanding. See God thus portrayed and
you fall down on your face in humility, awe, and worship.
2. The sinfulness of man: One of a prophet's jobs was to take away any thought of a victim mentality.
Prophets confronted, shamed, and horrified their audience by making them face up to their disobedience and
idolatry. God is just! They are sinful, rebellious and under a pure and righteous judgment.
3. The necessity of judgment: After God's mercy, pleading, and longsuffering had proved ineffective, God
issued warnings of a coming judgment. It was not wise to ignore those warnings, and yet the people did.
Now the Lord must keep His word and do what is right. Only through judgment will His people confess,
repent, and return to Him.
4. The responsibility of the individual: Ezekiel held out the possibility of salvation for the faithful
remnant again and again. In chapter 18 he takes special care to show that God treats every person as an
individual. It is not heredity, environment, or circumstance, but each man's personal choice which
determines his fate. There is no justification by works, but by heart commitment to the Lord.
All Scripture are from the NASB unless noted.
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5. The promise of restoration: Repentance and salvation is a matter of the individual heart commitment,
but God's desire is that it be enjoyed in community with other followers in a renewed kingdom. The dead
bones can miraculously live again. The land can again be the center of the world, and the Messiah King will
rule from the reestablished Throne of David.
Importance of the Book
From the beginning to the end, Ezekiel makes a blazing statement: GOD IS SOVEREIGN. God is
sovereign in Israel. He is sovereign in Judah. He is sovereign in Assyria. He is sovereign in Babylon. He
is sovereign everywhere! God is sovereign among those who love Him. He is sovereign among those who
hate Him. He is sovereign among those who obey Him. He is sovereign among those who ignore Him. In
the time of Ezekiel, in His sovereignty, the Lord purposed to have a people that would love Him, obey Him,
follow Him, and glorify Him to the ends of the earth.
Outline
"Jacob saw God at Peniel and his life was transformed from that hour. Moses went up to Mount Sinai
and communed with God face to face and thereafter was marked for the rest of his life. Isaiah saw the
glory of the Lord in the sanctuary and his entire ministry was suffused with the beauty of holiness of the
Lord. Paul saw the risen and glorified Redeemer on the Damascus road and was blinded from that day
on to all the allurements of the world. John saw visions of the glorious unfolding of God's program for
Christ, the church and all the redeemed, and as a result was unmoved by adverse circumstances that
surrounded him. Ezekiel saw visions of the glory of the Lord God of Israel and his ministry never lost
the impress of it" THE PROPHECY OF EZEKIEL, The Glory of the Lord, by Dr. Charles Lee
Feinberg, Dean and Professor of Old Testament and Semitic Languages at Talbot Theological Seminary
The Book of Ezekiel is long and exciting and divides well into three sections:
1. First, the prophet addressed a word of warning to his own people before Nebuchadnezzar lay siege
to Jerusalem.
2. Next, as the siege was in progress, he turned his warning to the seven enemy nations who
surrounded them.
3. Last, he returned his emphasis to his own people, after the siege had been successful, and they were
already in exile in Babylonia. This time the message was one of a coming comfort and a future
hope.
Ezekiel warns his fellow captives not to think that Jerusalem would be spared from destruction. The entire
purpose of his early visions is to illustrate the glory of the Lord departing from the city, leaving it open to its
enemies. Judah would have to pay for its rebellion, idolatry, and apostasy. His later prophecies, however,
talk of a future restoration of God's people to the land, a new temple and a new worship.
I. Call of the Prophet (Chapters 1-3)
Ezekiel introduces himself to us as a visionary prophet in 1:1. These visions are largely what the book
of Ezekiel is all about.
1

Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, while I was by the river Chebar
among the exiles, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 2(On the fifth of the month in the fifth
year of King Jehoiachin's exile, 3the word of the LORD came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, son of Buzi, in
the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and there the hand of the LORD came upon him.) Ezek 1:1-3

In about 592 BC the Lord revealed His glory to Ezekiel through a complex and startling vision. The
main purpose of this vision was to commission him for the job ahead, encouraging him to first
understand and apply God's message to his own life, then give that message to his people.
All Scripture are from the NASB unless noted.
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A. Ezekiel's Call (1)
Ezekiel's call was certainly unique. He saw a storm cloud coming from the north glowing from
within. In the midst of the storm, four flaming, winged, living creatures appeared. Each was a
combination of man and beast and bird. They had human form (5), four faces and wings (6), straight
legs and hooves and gleaming bodies (7), four human hands (8), faces like a man, a lion, a bull, and
an eagle (10), all running to and fro amidst fire and lightening. They are cherubim (Ezek 10, Rev 4)
and always are related to the holiness of God.
With each creature was a large wheel, "…and all four of them had the same form, their appearance
and workmanship being as if one wheel were within another." The rim of each was filled with eyes.
Above these creatures and wheels was, "something like an expanse, like the awesome gleam of
crystal, extended over their heads" (23). Jews have called this "the chariot," others refer to it as the
chariot-throne, a platform and a jeweled throne on which sat a human figure, glowing like fire and
surrounded by glorious splendor. And Ezekiel said it was "Such appearance of the likeness of the
glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face…" (28).
The wheel (v15)… depicts God’s judgment as a war machine (like a massive chariot) moving
where He is to judge. MacArthur Study Bible
Welcome to the world of Ezekiel. Nine times in this first chapter the word "likeness" is used. This
is because we can only picture these things in relation to human language and thought. We are
severely limited in our capacity to deal with the supernatural things of God.
A. Ezekiel's Commission (2-3)
God only grants visions of His glory to a man for a purpose. He has a message for man, and a
prophet without a vision is a false prophet. Ezekiel is his true prophet! The Lord, by His Spirit,
lifted Ezekiel up and commissioned him to go…
3b

to the sons of Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have
transgressed against Me to this very day. 4"I am sending you to them who are stubborn and obstinate
children, and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.' Ezek 2:3b-4

God commands Ezekiel to stand (2:1). The Spirit enters him and sets him on his feet. Obeying God
the way He commands requires supernatural empowerment. He was instructed to proclaim the
Lord's word without fear, regardless of the response; even in the face of danger (2:6). His
commissioning ceremony included a symbolic eating of a scroll containing the message of judgment
(3:1). God promised to give him supernatural boldness, determination, and perseverance. After his
commissioning he was led by the Spirit to Tel-abib, Babylonia where he sat in silence for a week.
He was officially appointed, "… a watchman to the house of Israel"
17

"Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from
My mouth, warn them from Me. 18"When I say to the wicked, 'You will surely die,' and you do not warn
him or speak out to warn the wicked from his wicked way that he may live, that wicked man shall die in
his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 19"Yet if you have warned the wicked and he
does not turn from his wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have
delivered yourself. 20"Again, when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness and commits
iniquity, and I place an obstacle before him, he will die; since you have not warned him, he shall die in
his sin, and his righteous deeds which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require
at your hand. 21"However, if you have warned the righteous man that the righteous should not sin and
he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; and you have delivered yourself." Ezek
3:17-21
All Scripture are from the NASB unless noted.
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He was restricted to quarters, unable to speak, unless God sent him out with a specific message.
This illustrated how hard the people's rebellion made communicating with their Lord.
II. Fall of Judah (Chapters 4-24) (Prophecies before the siege of Jerusalem)
A. Judgment Demonstrated (4-5)
Chapters 4 and 5 are composed of four object lessons that illustrated the destruction of Jerusalem
and explained, once again, why.
1. Sign of the brick (4:1-3) – God had Ezekiel carve a picture of Jerusalem on a brick. Then he
was to stage a miniature siege in detail and place an iron plate between himself and the city,
probably to represent a wall between God and his people.
2. Sign of laying on sides (4:4-8) – God had Ezekiel symbolically bear the punishment of Israel by
lying on his left side for 390 days (390 years of iniquity), then Judah lying on his right side for
forty days (40 years of punishment).
3. Sign of unclean food (4:9-17) – Ezekiel made various types of bread, prepared in an unclean
fashion, which he stored and ate during his lying around period. This represented the famine that
was coming during the siege.
4. Sign of the Shaved Head and Divided Hair (5:1-17) – the Lord had Ezekiel shave off all his
hair from head and face and divide it into three equal parts. He was to burn one part, cut another
with a sword, and throw the rest into the wind. This represented the three ways Judah would
suffer: fire, sword, and exile. Meanwhile he hid a few hairs in a fold of his clothes to symbolize
the tiny remnant that would survive the ordeal. The remainder of the chapter reviews the
wickedness which has caused this calamity to come.
B. Judgment Declared (6-7)
1. Cause (6)
This chapter makes it crystal clear that the cause of the coming disaster is judgment for grievous
sin, including vile idol worship.
2. Character (7)
The nation's arrogance and violence demanded immediate punishment and the coming judgment
would be severe, thorough, and inescapable. Plague and famine, sword and stone, terror and
mourning, plunder and desecration would engulf the land and no one could stop it.
C. Judgment Demanded (8-11)
These prophecies came in the form of visions.
1. Vision of Defilement (8)
While sitting in his house with some of the exiled elders of Judah, Ezekiel was transported in a
vision to Jerusalem. There he found an idol at the north gate of the inner court. Entering the
inner court through a hole in the wall, he found seventy elders of the land offering incense to
unclean animals and each one worshiping his own private idol thinking this was hidden from the
Lord. Outside, women were worshiping Tammuz, a Mesopotamian fertility god, and back inside
twenty-five men were bowing to the sun. God's reaction was…
18

"Therefore, I indeed will deal in wrath. My eye will have no pity nor will I spare; and though they
cry in My ears with a loud voice, yet I will not listen to them." Ezek 8:18
All Scripture are from the NASB unless noted.
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2. Vision of Slaughter (9)
This tragic chapter describes the gradual departure of the glory of the Lord from the polluted
temple and the wicked city. The slaying of the people, the burning of the city, and the death of
the wicked princes precedes that scene. In this vision, the remnant is chosen and preserved, but
all who reject the Lord and therefore do wickedly are destroyed. God has not pity on them. He
has provided ample warning. Judgment has come!
9

Then He said to me, "The iniquity of the house of Israel and Judah is very, very great, and the land is
filled with blood and the city is full of perversion; for they say, 'The LORD has forsaken the land, and
the LORD does not see!' 10"But as for Me, My eye will have no pity nor will I spare, but I will bring
their conduct upon their heads." Ezek 9:9-10

3. Vision of the Departure of God’s Glory (10-11)
The flaming chariot-throne, with its attendant cherubim comes down above the temple and the
glory of the Lord mounts and departs from the temple and from the people.
18

Then the glory of the LORD departed from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim.
… 22Then the cherubim lifted up their wings with the wheels beside them, and the glory of the God of
Israel hovered over them. 23The glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city and stood over
the mountain which is east of the city. Ezek 10:18; 11:22-23

D. Prophecies of Judgment (Signs, Sermons, and Parables) (12-24)
This group of object lessons and sermons speaks to the causes and certainty of the coming judgment
and exile because of Judah’s sin.
1. Sign – Luggage through the hole in the Wall to Symbolize the Coming Exile (12:1-16)
Ezekiel, following the Lord's instructions, packs his bags and crawls through a hole in his wall,
pretending to sneak away. This illustrates the fate of King Zedekiah when he escapes Jerusalem
but is captured and blinded.
2. Sign – Trembling While Eating to Show Impending Judgment (12:17-20)
Next he shook violently while he ate to depict the people in anxiety and despair as the
Babylonians sweep through Judah.
3. Parable – Proverb Reflecting Unbelief (12:21-28)
The third lesson was based on a Judean proverb, "The days are long and every vision fails"
(v22). This proverb reflects the unbelief of the people and the scorning of their prophets. They
figured these warnings were just more old crazy prophet's talk, or that they did not pertain to
their age. WRONG! The Lord's answer was, "Whatever word I speak will be performed."
4. Messages Against False Prophets and Elders (13-14)
Chapters 13 and 14 zero in on the leaders and condemn them for leading the people astray. The
first message is against the false prophets who are spreading lies instead of warning – leading the
people astray. The second is to the idolatrous elders who continue to lead the people into evil
practices of false worship.
5. Jerusalem is Like a Useless Vine (15)
It is of no value for fruit (sour), building material (not straight or strong), nor firewood (fast
burning). He has tried it by fire, now he will allow it to be consumed.
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6. Jerusalem is Like an Adulterous Woman (16)
In her youth God rescued her from being a cast off child. She grew into a beautiful young
woman. The Lord entered into a marriage covenant with her, made her a queen. Intoxicated by
riches and fame, she went whoring after other gods and now she must be punished. God's hope
for her, however, is still restoration.
7. Two Eagles and a Vine (17)
This parable is, in fact, a riddle (v2) that includes Babylon, Egypt, and Jerusalem. The bottom
line seems to be that the Lord will replant the previously destroyed branch, Jerusalem, which will
again thrive under a future king.
8. God Deals Justly with Individuals (18)
Again the people were spouting a proverb to justify their sinning. "The fathers eat the sour
grapes, but the children's teeth are set on edge." This meant they blamed their parents for their
trouble. God corrects this idea:
4

"Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is Mine The soul
who sins will die. Ezek 18:4

18:5-9 – Do righteously and live
18:10-13 – Sin and die
18:14-18 – Father sins and dies, son is righteous and lives
20

"The person who sins will die The son will not bear the punishment for the father's iniquity, nor
will the father bear the punishment for the son's iniquity; the righteousness of the righteous will be
upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked will be upon himself. Ezek 18:20

18:21-22 – Sinner repents and lives
23

"Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked," declares the Lord GOD, "rather than that he
should turn from his ways and live? Ezek 18:23

18:24-26 – Righteous man turns to do sin and dies
18:27-28 – Sinner repents and lives
30

"Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, each according to his conduct," declares the Lord
GOD. "Repent and turn away from all your transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a
stumbling block to you. 31"Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed
and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel? 32"For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies," declares the Lord GOD. "Therefore, repent and
live." Ezek 18:30-32

9. "Nothing new under the sun." (19)
Each man is responsible for his deeds. Jerusalem is likened to a lion cub. The mother raises her
cubs to be big and strong, and they were, but they, unlike their mother, are unwise and get
captured, and caged.
10. Review of Rebellion (20)
When some of the elders in exile came to Ezekiel to inquire of the Lord, God refused to answer,
but had the prophet review the nation's history. Again the Lord reviews Israel's history of sin,
disobedience and idolatry, ending with a promise of future restoration.
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11. Swords and Signposts (21)
Coming judgment is pictured through Ezekiel’s sword and groaning (1-7), a sharpened sword
will come to the nation (8-17), and a signpost which shows Babylon the way to Judah (18-32).
12. The Sins Recounted (22)
The sins of Judah are recounted with the God’s standard refrain of pouring out wrath and
indignation (7:8; 9:8; 14:19; 20:8; 20:13; 20:21; 20:33; 20:34; 21:31; 22:22; 22:31; 30:15; 36:18)
31

"Thus I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath;
their way I have brought upon their heads," declares the Lord GOD. Ezek 22:31

13. Two Harlot Sisters (23)
To illustrate the nation's unfaithfulness, the Lord used an allegory in which Samaria (capital of
Israel) and Jerusalem are viewed as two sisters – Oholah and Oholibah. They were prostitutes
from their youth in Egypt. Later they lusted after Assyria, and, even after Oholah was killed by
her own lover and her children were taken captive. Oholibah still lusted for Assyria and then
Babylonia like a nymphomaniac, until she too was destroyed.
14. Boiling Pot (24:1-14)
This parable depicted a vile Jerusalem (a pot), crusted with deposits (blood and idolatry), filled
with meat and bones (people),boiling over a fire (the siege). The contents would be removed
(taken captive), and the pot would stay on the fire until its filth burned away.
14

"I, the LORD, have spoken; it is coming and I will act I will not relent, and I will not pity and I will
not be sorry; according to your ways and according to your deeds I will judge you," declares the Lord
GOD.'" Ezek 24:14

15. Ezekiel’s Wife (24:15-27)
Ezekiel's wife died suddenly and the Lord did not allow him to mourn publicly for her. He could
only groan inside. He explained this as a lesson for them to follow when Jerusalem fell. When
Jerusalem fell, Ezekiel was not only allowed to speak openly, but he became the prime
encourager of the survivors.
III. Foes of Judah (Chapters 25-31) (Prophecies during the siege of Jerusalem)
These chapters contain prophecies against nations who had dealings with Israel. Seven nations are
singled out running from northeast to southwest. These prophecies should not be considered as an
expression of God's pandering to the pride, jealousy, or revenge of Israel. Actually they declare the fact
that God rules over all nations in absolute justice.
A. Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia (25)
These four nations seemed to be judged because they rejoiced in the fall of Jerusalem: Ammon was
attacked by Babylon and marauding tribes who plundered and reduced Rabbah, its crown city, to
pasture land. Moab's northern border was opened to invasion when the "people of the east" (v10)
conquered their fortified cities. Edom, was punished by Israel later after displaying a special
vengeance toward Judah. And Philistia had opposed God's people for virtually their whole history,
and God finally repaid them.
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B. Tyre (26:1-28:19)
The coverage of the downfall of Tyre is substantial. It was a prominent trade center on the
Mediterranean coast, wealthy and strongly fortified. It experienced the rage of many nations and
Nebuchadnezzar besieged and conquered it, but it was not until Alexander the Great that it was laid
to waste and reduced to a heap of rubble, never to be rebuilt. In verses 11-19 is given the type of
Satan in the king of Tyre.
C. Sidon (28:20-26)
Sidon was destroyed as much by plague and natural disaster as by sword.
D. Egypt (29-32)
The retributive judgment on Egypt was widespread.
1. "The Lord opposes Pharaoh" (29:3), devastates the land and scatters the Egyptians for over forty
years. It never returned to its former glory (29:1-16).
2. When Nebuchadnezzar left Tyre with little spoil, the Lord gave him Egypt from which he
plundered immense treasure (17-21).
3. The Day of the Lord visited Egypt. God Himself, using Nebuchadnezzar as His sword, destroyed
Egypt, their allies, dried up the Nile, and brought every major city under foreign rule (30).
4. The Lord challenged Egypt to learn from the history of Assyria, which was like a mighty cedar,
but, because of its pride it fell to Babylon, under the direction of God Himself (31).
5. The Lord revealed to Ezekiel a future lament which would be sung over the fallen Pharaoh and
slaughtered armies (32).
IV. Future of Blessing for Judah (Chapters 33-48) (Prophecies after the siege of Jerusalem)
A. Nation's Troubles Removed (33-36)
Even though the nation was weighed down with sin, it was God's desire that they turn from their evil
ways and live righteously through faith in Him.
1. Ezekiel’s Commission as a Watchman (33)
Shortly after the fall of Jerusalem, the Lord renewed Ezekiel's commission as the nation's
spiritual watchman. A watchman's primary responsibility was to warn his people of approaching
danger. He was not responsible for those who failed to listen and be prepared. Ezekiel had just
that one responsibility. He was to warn the wicked of impending doom and call them to
repentance. The response was not his problem.
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"Say to them, 'As I live!' declares the Lord GOD, 'I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
rather that the wicked turn from his way and live Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! Why
then will you die, O house of Israel?' … 18"When the righteous turns from his righteousness and
commits iniquity, then he shall die in it. 19"But when the wicked turns from his wickedness and
practices justice and righteousness, he will live by them. Ezek 33:11, 18-19

2. Ezekiel’s Prophesies Against Israel’s Shepherds (34)
Next, the leaders, compared to shepherds, who had not cared properly for their sheep causing
them to scatter for lack of a true shepherd.
4

"Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you have not healed, the broken you
have not bound up, the scattered you have not brought back, nor have you sought for the lost; but with
force and with severity you have dominated them. Ezek 34:4

These false shepherds will be removed and the Lord Himself will become The Shepherd. He
will re-gather them to pasture in Israel and judge the false shepherds. God will then set up His
servant David over the sheep and make a covenant of peace with them.
All Scripture are from the NASB unless noted.
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3. Followers (35-36)
The prophetic emphasis now moves from leaders to people. First, God will judge those nations
that have the destruction of Israel as their goal. For instance, Edom, who participated and
gloried in the destruction of Jerusalem, will now taste the same fate themselves. (35)
God provides the result of the sin of His followers – His name is profaned.
16

Then the word of the LORD came to me saying, 17"Son of man, when the house of Israel was living
in their own land, they defiled it by their ways and their deeds; their way before Me was like the
uncleanness of a woman in her impurity. 18"Therefore I poured out My wrath on them for the blood
which they had shed on the land, because they had defiled it with their idols. 19"Also I scattered them
among the nations and they were dispersed throughout the lands According to their ways and their
deeds I judged them. 20"When they came to the nations where they went, they profaned My holy
name, because it was said of them, 'These are the people of the LORD; yet they have come out of His
land.' 21"But I had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the
nations where they went. Ezek 36:16-21

God will restore His people to the land. He will cleanse their sins, create in them a heart of
loyalty and worship, and vindicate Himself before the world, as the sovereign Lord. (36)
B. Nation's Tribes Re-gathered (37-39)
Ezekiel's famous vision of dry bones clearly indicates that the rebirth of Israel is supernatural.
1. Resurrection and King (37)
In this vision, Ezekiel saw a valley full of very dry bones. God commanded Ezekiel to prophesy
to the bones of resurrection. Suddenly the bones began to come together; tendons and flesh tying
them together. As if that was not enough, the breath of life enters into these corpses, and a great
multitude of vibrant, living, breathing people stood in the valley. There will be a resurrection of
Old Testament saints before thousand year reign of the Messiah. God will provide the Messiah,
a new covenant, and will again dwell among them.
2. Retribution (38-39)
These chapters describe the future invasion of Israel by nations bent on destroying the Jewish
race. This can be viewed as either at the midpoint of the tribulation when the peace treaty with
Israel is broken or at the end of the tribulation with the second coming of Christ. The invasion
will take place after Israel is restored to their land, as is taught clearly in these chapters. The
Lord will intervene powerfully, and supernaturally deliver His people. An earthquake and a hail
and sulfur storm will bring a great slaughter and it will take seven months just to bury the dead.
C. The Nation's Future Kingdom (40-48)
This section is a glorious vision of a restored Israel.
1. New Temple (40-43)
These four chapters present a detailed picture of the new temple, with God in residence. Ezekiel
returns to the land in a vision and sees the millennial temple. The Mosaic system is restored
(Ezekiel 40:39-42) in reinstating the offerings. The glory of God comes from the east and fills
the temple. Some believe that this is the return of Christ to the earth. The sacrifices offered will
be memorial in character. They will look back to the work of Christ on the cross, as the
offerings of the Old Testament anticipated His sacrifice.

All Scripture are from the NASB unless noted.
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2. New Worship (44-46)
These chapters give the future rulers and priests instructions and regulations, plans for building
the altar, new restrictions on the priestly line, and detailed instruction on offerings and feasts.
3. Boundary and Division (47-48)
Chapter 47 begins with a beautiful picture of a restored land. There is a river flowing from the
temple, through the desert, running deeper and deeper until it runs into the newly purified "Dead
Sea." It will be filled with fish and its banks will be lined with fishermen and fantastic fruit
trees, a living symbol of God's blessing and renewal.
The book of Ezekiel concludes with a detailed description of the Promised Land. Its boundaries
are important because, finally, the nation of Israel has the entire covenant land, that the Lord
promised Abraham. The holy city is a perfect square in the center of the new land, and has
twelve gates, named for the twelve tribes. The city is named "Yahweh-Shammah," which means
"the Lord is there."
Finally each tribe is "at home" in their God-given portion of land. Reading these last chapters
we can see that Israel has not yet returned to their land as God intended. It is easy to see why
God-following Jews are still praying for this great and final land.

Lessons
1. It was sin which brought the people's judgment of exile. The people must repent and return to God.
2. God has a plan for Israel. God also has a plan for his church and is just as committed to have His body,
pure and spotless, righteous and holy, in His heavenly kingdom.
3. God is a God of second chances, not willing to put up with sin and disobedience, but willing to accept
the truly repentant.
4. Like Ezekiel, we are "watchmen" responsible for warning believers and unbelievers of sin's
consequences.

Homework
- Read the Book of Daniel
- What are the character traits I can learn from Daniel?
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